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Abstract: The record and review mechanism of the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress (NPCSC) exhibits both flexible and rigid features, whose coexistence stems from complex cau-
ses. The construction of record-and-review powers and the constitutional status of the reviewing body to-
gether shape this dual character. The political-legal duality inherent in the design of the record-and-re-
view power and the mode of exercising supervisory authority constitutes the internal factor. The relative
supremacy of the NPCSC compared with other state organs, and the principle of reasonable division and
coordination of state powers, require that the NPCSC, when conducting record and review, must take in-
to account both institutional authority and the political-legal duality; these form the external factors. Dif-
ferent types of record-and-review objects, standards, and dispositions exist, and their respective bases
and effects should be distinguished. Political review should be carried out prudently and may gradually be
replaced by inquiries, hearing of reports, and similar measures. Appropriateness review should respect
the division of powers and adopt flexible responses depending on the type of object under review. When
conducting constitutionality and legality review, the level of reasoning should be raised, normative judg-
ments clarified, and, where appropriate, the power of constitutional and statutory interpretation exer-

cised in order to strengthen institutional authority.

Key Words: NPCSC; Constitutional Supervision; Record and Review; Constitutional Review; Legis-

lative Supervision
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