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Abstract: The Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress (NPCSC) has increasingly paid
attention to political review of normative documents in the record and review system. to ensure that the
policy decisions of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CCCPC) can be enforced,
the direction and spirit of reform is maintained, and national policies are implemented. Because maintai-
ning the authority of CCCPC is the primary function of the record and review work; ensuring the direc-
tion and spirit of reform is the governance demand of the country in its transitional period; and implemen-
ting policies of the Party and State through record and review work is the ruling experience of the Com-
munist Party of China. However, the NPCSC’s involvement in the political review lacks an institutional
basis, and is not conductive to achieving effectiveness. In addition, the criteria for political review are ex-
tremely broad and vague, resulting in a lack of objectivity and predictability in the outcome of the filing
review, which in turn undermines the authority of the record and review mechanism. More seriously, it
may also encroach on the sovereignty of the ruling Party, increase the workload of the review agency,
make it more difficult to correct errors, and impair the implementation effect of the filing review. There-
fore, the NPCSC should focus on carrying out record and review in accordance with the Constitution and
laws, implementing the policy implementation function by incorporating political questions into constitu-
tional/legal review, and transferring political questions that cannot be absorbed by constitutional/legal

review to relative party departments for review.

Key Words: Record and Review; Political Review; Linking Mechanism; Distribution of Power
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