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Abstract: The concept of evidence chain in China originated from the Soviet Union, but with the
prosperity of the corroboration theory, evidence chain began to tangle with the concept of corroboration.
Through the analysis of 1887 cases, it is found that the understanding of evidence chain in judicial practice
is relatively inconsistent, in terms of both structure and function. With respect to its structure, the ma-
instream understanding of evidence chain in practice can be summarized as follows: firstly, evidence chain
should be connected by more than two pieces of evidence; secondly, the evidence in the evidence chain
should have relevance, legitimacy and authenticity; thirdly., evidence in the evidence chain should have
effects of mutual corroboration; and fourthly, the evidence chain should be complete, closed and linked.
In respect of its functions, evidence chain mainly has two functions: proof standard and admissibility
standard. There are some problems in the above structural positioning, such as neglecting the role of
rules and experience and neglecting the probability of fact finding. The functional orientation will mistak-
enly raise the corresponding standards. The reconstruction of evidence chain should emphasize its dynam-
ic role in fact finding. and use the “five-step method” to combine evidence, generalization, and proban-
dum through structural forms of simple structure, serial structure, convergent structure, linked struc-
ture, divergent structure, adversarial structure and so on, ultimately forming a tree-form network topol-
ogy structure. Its function should be positioned as evidence analysis method. This new type of evidence
chain will not only make up for the lack of evidence analysis methods in China, but also improve the rea-

soning of judgments and provide important materials for smart justice.

Key Words: Evidence Chain; Corroboration; Evidence Analysis Method; Fact Finding; Smart Justice
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