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(443 Communication No. 6/1990, Henri Unai Parot v.Spain, decision adopted on 14 May 1998,
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Abstract: Even governmental official documents have acknowledged the pervasiveness of torture in
China though China ratified the Convention against Torture (CAT) in 1988, and extortion of confession
under torture has been prohibited by Chinese law. Many factors contribute to the continuing practice of
torture, one of the important factors is the problem of implementation of CAT. Namely, some of the pro-
visions of the Convention have not been implemented effectively and fully in China. There is no compre-
hensive definition of torture in Chinese legislation; independent investigation mechanism is lacking; the
right of victims of torture to complain can not be protected; impunity still exists; and so on. Further-
more, the crucial factor for the continuing practice of torture lies in the judiciary system. The unjust cases
disclosed by the media in recent years have reflected the drawbacks of the criminal justice system, such as
the integrative system of public security, the procuratorate and courts, and lack of independence of the
judiciary. In order to preventing torture effectively, China should implement the Convention fully and

deepen judicial reform.

Key Words: Torture; Impunity; Independent Investigation Mechanism; Right to Complain
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