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Abstract: The issues formed through summarization during civil proceedings in China manifest in six
forms, including “claim-oriented” and “issue-diffusion” types, reflecting three dilemmas: “insufficient
summarization.” “excessive summarization,” and “disorganized summarization.” which highlight the
lack of substantialization in issue summarization. Substantialized issue summarization aims to filter facts
to be proven, take the court hearing as the center of civil proceedings. clarify litigation relationships, and
make the judgment of substantive rights on the merits. The theoretical approaches to realizing this sub-
stantialization are threefold: first. the process-oriented thinking requires distinguishing between objects
of summarization and summarized issues. and emphasizes the development from procedural issues to pro-
visional issues; second. the systematic thinking requires identifying primary and secondary issues as well
as structuring issues after clarifying the weight of and the relation between different issues; third, the
technical thinking adheres to the theory of material facts. is driven by obligations of the parties, and re-
lies on the case management power to integrate the content of issue summarization. The substantializa-
tion should follow a “four-step approach”: identification and specification of the subject matter of claims,
plausibility examination of substantive rights, allocation of the burden of proof. and determination of trial

matters, ultimately fostering consensus on issues between judges and parties.

Key Words: Substantialization of Issue Summarization; Identification of Subject Matter of Claims;

Material Facts; Specificity of Factual Allegations; Case Management
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