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(37) See Alexandre de Streel, “The Scope of Economic Sector Regulation in Electronic Communica-
tions,” Communications & Strategies, Vol. 62, No. 2, 2006, p. 147.
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Abstract: The fundamental issue pertaining to platform regulation is the legal status of platforms.
The suitable establishment of platforms”’ legal status can accurately locate the lacunae of the current legal
system, and then build up the appropriate regulatory framework. Platforms are not only providers of in-
formation intermediary services. but also organizers and managers of the internet market. However, in-
ter-sectoral operation induces platforms to promote self-profit in sacrifice of market order. Theories of
special monopolists, gatekeepers and new public utility cannot perfectly solve the conflict of interest ari-
sing from platforms’ dual roles. In order to sufficiently exploit the innovation advantage of platforms, it
is not the right moment to excessively regulate platforms. Nevertheless, it might be proper to rely upon
the meta-regulation theory, which obliges the platforms to institute the procedures to adopt internet
rules, and to establish external supervisory mechanism and review mechanism for those internal rules on

the one hand on the other hand.

Key Words: Platforms; Monopoly; Gatekeepers; New Public Utility; Meta Regulation
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