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Abstract: Due to the overlap between “admission of guilty and acceptance of punishment” and other
sentencing factors, in previous literature, some argue that leniency should depend on other sentencing
factors such as turn himself in, confession, and victim compensation. However, others hold that the leni-
ency should be imposed independently and specifically. Therefore, defendants who admit guilt and accept
punishment should receive extra leniency. This study collects 30129 DUI cases in six cities after the “im-
posing leniency on admission of guilty and acceptance of punishment” program was carried out in 2016.
Empirical results show following findings: First, the application of the “imposing leniency on admission
of guilty and acceptance of punishment” partially depends on the defendant ’s crime severity, whether the
defendant turns himself in or confesses, and whether the defendant compensates the victim. However,
compared to the first two factors, the “victim compensation” factor has a relatively weaker effect. Sec-
ond, using PSM to control for confounding variables, the results show that defendants who plead guilty
only receive small leniency regarding sentencing outcomes. By contrast, the decision of pleading guilty
has no significant effect on the fine amount and pretrial detention. Finally. there are significant regional
disparities in terms of the scope, mode, and the magnitude of leniency imposed on defendants who plead

guilty.

Key Words: Imposing Leniency on Admission of Guilty and Acceptance of Punishment; Attachment;

Sentencing Factors; Victim Protection
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