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Abstract: The statutory law in China has never consolidated all the circumstances of the plaintiff
qualification in administrative litigation by a general standard. At present, the applicable scope of the “in-
terests” criterion tends to be broadly understood both in theory and in practice. Nevertheless, it is quite
dislocated to apply such criterion to some types of cases, and the broad understanding will lead the inter-
pretation of such criterion to chaos. From the current statutory law perspective, the plaintiff qualification
in administrative litigation should be comprehended from three levels, that is, the qualification of admin-
istrative counterparts. the qualification of related parties of administrative actions, and some special situ-
ations based on the mechanism of objective litigation. Although administrative counterparts are usually
qualified to sue, for the cases of non— performance of statutory duties, courts should differentiate be-
tween situations due to judicial policy. The qualification of related parties of administrative actions should
be judged via the theory of protective norms based on the criterion of interest. The transfer of the plaintiff
qualification, administrative litigation about public interests, and victim litigation are more suitable for
comprehending as objective litigation. Still, the identification of the scope of victim litigation should not

be unduly broad.

Key Words: Administrative Litigation; Plaintiff Qualification;Lawful Right and Interest;Interest; Ad-

ministrative Counterpart; Objective Litigation
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