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Abstract: The issue of complicity in another’s suicide in criminal law is actually the problem of
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whether suicide or accomplice in suicide could be treated as principal offence in suicide cases. A person is
the only legal interest subject of his or her own life, and enjoys the complete right of disposal of life. It is
not appropriate to directly apply the theoretical model of joint crime to suicide. When identifying the prin-
cipal, we should open up our horizons, and not deny the principal status only because the actor complicity
in suicide does not match the general category of murder. Suicide is the disposal of the most important le-
gal interest in an irreversible way, and the person who commits suicide is usually in a state of pathological
or psychological vulnerability. This means that the criminal law should prohibit others from interfering in
suicide. If the perpetrator has the identity that substantially affects the victim’s decision to commit sui-
cide, and implemented the act that substantially affects the victim’s decision to commit suicide, then he
or she shall be convicted as the principal of murder. The principle of legality requires that no conviction
or punishment shall be imposed without an explicit provision of the law, without requiring that only acts
that conform to a certain conceptual type can be convicted and punished. It is not only reasonable to treat

accomplice in suicide as principal, but also is not in violation of the principle of legality.

Key Words: Principle of Legality; Complicity in Suicide; Self-Determination; Principal Offence
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