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Abstract: In practice, the same plaintiff often submits several litigation claims to the same defendant,
thus constituting an objective joinder of causes of action. The joint trial can reduce the burden of the liti-
gants. save judicial resources, improve the efficiency of litigation and prevent contradictory judgments.
According to the relationship between several claims, the objective joinder of causes of action can be di-
vided into joinder of simple causes of action, joinder of preliminary causes of action, and joinder of selec-
tive causes of action. The Interpretation of the Supreme People’s Court on the Application of the Civil
Procedure Law of the People’s Republic of China issued in 2015 requires that each claim must be based on
“the same facts” in the case of joinder of causes of action. In practice, the joinder of simple causes of ac-
tion is excluded. And due to the adoption of “selective extinction” model when dealing with the overlap of
claims, there is almost no room for joinder of selective causes of action. For the joinder of preliminary
causes of action, there is a risk of losing the lawsuit as the claims are difficult to specify. The elements of
the joinder of causes of action might be so strict that it throttles a widespread application. In view of this,
the objective joinder of causes of action should. in principle, be limited to the application of the same pro-
ceeding and does not require that the claims be based on the same facts. Even if the litigant files an appli-
cation for joinder of causes of action, it still depends on the court’s discretion whether to carry out the
joinder. For several litigation claims submitted by the litigants, the court may separate the litigation ac-
cording to its authority. but when there is correlation between the claims, such separation should be re-

stricted.

Key Words: Litigation Claims;Joinder of Simple Causes of Action;Joinder of Preliminary Causes of

Action;Joinder of Selective Causes of Action;Joint Trial
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