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Abstract: Regional legal systems across China changed when the First Sino— Japanese War was over
and the most conspicuous ones occurred in the foreign concessions and leased territories, which could be
evidently epitomized by changes as to jurisdictions and legal provisions. In terms of jurisdictions, the ma-
jor changes could be demonstrated as follows: i) the jurisdictions of regional legal systems in the previous
foreign concessions were enlarged; ii) the jurisdictions of regional legal systems in the new foreign con-
cessions emerged; in addition, iii) the jurisdictions of regional legal systems in the leased territories came
into being for the first time. In terms of the legal provisions. the regional legal systems were more colo-
nized, Japanized and diversified. The reasons, which could be found to have mainly accounted for these
changes upon exploration, are triply. including the more severe impairment of China’s sovereignty, the
aggression and expansion of Japan and the influences from the traditions of western countries. Moreover,
these changes produced some adverse outcomes as follows: i) the unity of the China’s legal systems were
further shattered; ii) Chinese people’s humans rights were more severely violated; iii) more and more e-
conomic achievements of China were looted; and iv) vile practices were more widely proliferated, etc.
Though changes of the regional legal systems in China following the First Sino— Japanese War have al-
ready become part of the history at present, they are still of value for us to ponder, make reference to and

draw some inspirations for the establish ment of present regional legal systems.

Key Words: The First Sino— Japanese War; Regional Legal Systems; Modern Legal Systems; Legal

Systems in Foreign Concessions;Legal Systems in Leased Territories
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