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Abstract: “Resource”, “environment” and “ecology”, as the three terms of nature, have changed
from narrow to broad meanings, and their relationship from distinct to overlapping. The relationship be-
tween them has changed from free-standng to overlapping., in the form of “three sides of one” with ecolo-
gy as the center. Similarly, “environmental (protection) law”, “(natural) resources law”, and “ecologi-
cal (protection) law”. based on these three concepts, have also changed from referring to “pollution pre-
vention” and “pollution control” and “ecological (protection) law” respectively. “Pollution prevention and
control”, “resource utilization and conservation”. and “eco-regional protection”, to a comprehensive leg-
islation based on ecosystem management, constitude the modern “big environmental protection” legisla-
tion of the “one and three sides”. In terms of the reality of the national situation, China’s environmental
code should take “ecological environment” as the cornerstone concept, making a legislative definition with
a practical point of view that reflects the ecological perspective, and use it as the basis for naming the
code and the relevant chapters of the General Provisions to build the basic system.The individual concepts
such as “resources” and “environment”. The single concepts of “resources”, “environment” and “ecolo-
gy” can be used for the construction of specific systems, forming three major subdivisions with both divi-
sions of labor and synergy. But they must be modified accordingly and applied according to different strat-

egies.

Key Words: Environmental Code; Cornerstone Concept; Resource; Environment; Ecology
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