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Abstract: The imputation of payment in the civil law system derives from Roman law, but there are
some discrepancies on the institutional structure in modern civil codes. Though the article 20 in No. 5
£2009])0f the Supreme People’s Court stipulates the imputation of contractual obligation, the agreement of
imputation, the right to impute and the rank of statutory imputation still need more specific explanations.
In trial practice the article 21 in No. 502009])of the Supreme People’s Court has been treated differently a-
round the imputation of overdue interest, overrun interest and liquidated damages, as well as the way of
imputation when costs and interests of several main debts coexist, which could be solved through the in-

terpretation of such articles based on its nature of different obligation.

Key Words: Imputation of Payment;Right to Impute;Imputation by Law;Interest;Liquidated Dama-
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