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Abstract: Chinese criminal law science was established since the publication of Criminal Law in 1979.
Since then, it has been 40 years. In the past four decades, Chinese criminal law science has experienced
three stages, i.e. criminal law interpretation, criminal law philosophy and criminal law doctrine. Criminal
law interpretation explains the provisions of Criminal Law by interpretation. In the early period of Crimi-
nal Law 1979, criminal law interpretation, as the form of knowledge in the early period of Chinese crimi-
nal law science, provided academic guidance for judicial application of criminal law and made historical
contribution. However, criminal law interpretation is short of theoretical depth and breadth. For this rea-
son, criminal law philosophy became a breakthrough of Chinese criminal law science. By adopting the
method of philosophical inquiry, criminal law philosophy made value judgement and systematic construc-
tion of criminal law, which upgraded the level of Chinese criminal law science. Since the publication of
Criminal Law 1997, with the introduction of German and Japanese criminal law theory, doctrinal method
of criminal law has been gradually accepted. Chinese scholars began to develop criminal law doctrines by
focusing on criminal law provisions, by which new form of criminal law knowledge was formulated.
Criminal law doctrine and criminal law philosophy are on different knowledge levels. The upgrading from
criminal law interpretation to criminal law doctrine is actually the main achievement made by Chinese

criminal law in the past 40 years.

Key Words: Criminal Law Interpretation;Criminal Philosophy;Criminal Law Doctrine
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