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Abstract: The problem of normativity of law is the core issue of legal research. Sociology of law has
both its strength and limits when dealing with this issue. Sociology of law can be divided into empirical
sociology of law and theoretical sociology of law, and the latter is further divided into social theory of law
and social philosophy of law. As to the external perspective, empirical sociology of law fails to explain the
normative nature of law; social theory through its functionalist explanation of the normative nature of le-
gal system in modern society constitutes a benign complement to the perspective of legal theory; social
philosophy with its normative justification of law has a risk that may lead to deny the unique normativity
of law, even the normativity of law itself. As to internal perspective. the social philosophy of law can be
used as an ideal criterion or auxiliary argument to shaping of normative legal propositions directly; the
empirical sociology of law can also “disturb” legal dogmatics, or “influence” indirectly or directly the sha-
ping of normative legal propositions as empirical arguments. but it cannot replace or determine them. In
epistemology, the dichotomy between facts and values (norms) cannot be overcome, but it has nothing
to do with the question whether sociology of law can deal with the problem of normativity, so it is a mis-

leading starting point for criticism.

Key Words: Empirical Sociology of Law; Theoretical Sociology of Law;Social Theory of Law;Social

Philosophy of Law;Normativity of Law
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