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Abstract: Taking as the starting point a wildlife crime case decided on appeal by the Shenzhen Inter-
mediate People’s Court in 2017 which was controversial in the Chinese legal community. this article dis-
cusses the opinions of the second-instance lawyers and some criminal law scholars concerning animal pro-
tection and the relationship between human and animals. Their views presuppose an antagonism between
human rights and “animal rights” and oppose the latter overriding the former. They also criticize the so-
called statism, emphasize the importance and priority of private property rights, and regard the protec-
tion of animals under existing laws (not to mention unofficial animal protection claims) as the result of a
sort of outside Western influence, taking the view that they are incompatible with the current stage of so-
cial development of China and China’s national conditions. This paper shows that these opinions are arbi-
trary and prejudiced, reflecting a rule of law ideology with Chinese characteristics based on narrow an-
thropocentrism. The article concludes that only when these narrow-minded qualities artificially imposed
under specific historical conditions are consciously removed, can ideas and values such as the rule of law,
human rights and property rights serve as the philosophical. conceptual and institutional basis for the

healthy development of Chinese society in the future.

Key Words: Rule of Law Ideology; Human Rights;Property Rights; Animal Protection; Animal Wel-

fare
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