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Abstract : The import of the concept of rights in modern China constitutes a history of transplantation
and exchange of this concept between the modern China and Japan. Unlike many legal or political con-
cepts, the term “rights” was first created in China and then introduced in Japan. This can be found in the
Japanese historical literature. However. detailed examination of the specific transplantation process of
this concept demonstrates that the concept of rights can also be regarded as a special “return word” for
China. The transplantation of the concept of rights did not have a sufficiently deep foundation in modern
China or Japan. Therefore, when the concept was imported, it was destined to become an “inappropriate
term”, causing the change of the original implication of the word. Liang Qichao contributed a lot to the
concept of rights. The formation of his concept of free rights not only marks the initial settlement of the
concept of rights in modern China. but also serves as an important chapter in the history of the exchange

of legal concepts between China and Japan.

Key Words: Rights; History of Transplantation and Exchange: Liang Qichao; Concept of Free

Rights; Statism
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