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Abstract: Although the Supreme People’s Court is authorized by the legislation to make statutory ju-
dicial interpretations, the authority of such interpretations is by far unclear, which has caused many
problems. In reality, such interpretations are outside the formal hierarchy of legal norms, which has led
to serious conflicts in the process of law applications. The Supreme People’s Court maintains that statu-
tory judicial interpretations have legal effect. But such conclusion is meaningless. This paper recommends
that the legislature should clarify the level of authority of statutory judicial interpretations on one hand;
on the other hand, the Supreme People’s Court should confine itself to execute its power of interpreta-
tion. As long as they are within the scope of authorization, such interpretations of specific provisions of
lawhave the same legal effect as the enacted law itself. In this way. the judicial interpretations are ab-
sorbed into the hierarchy of laws and the legal system, its relationship with other norms can be deter-

mined by the general rule of the application of law.

Key Words: Judicial Interpretation Legal Effect; Norms Conflict
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