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Abstract: Although the criminal trial system has experienced many reforms since 1979, it still retains
a trial mode of the new doctrine of indirect trial. Criminal court regards the investigation dossier trans-
ferred by the prosecutors as the subject that must be reviewed before the court and be investigated in the
court, which makes the record of the witness’ testimony and the defendant’s confession have the proof a-
bility incontrovertibly. and even these dossier evidence can become the court’s direct basis on ascertai-
ning the case facts. The formation of this trial idea is directly related with the streamlined procedural
structure model, the value priority of substantive truth, the judge’s tendency of criminal prosecution and
the sense of efficiency based on the limited time for handling a case. And the idea also brings a series of
negative litigation consequences. To some extent. the prejudgment of the criminal judge formed before
the court, the formalization of the court trial, the judge’s rejection of the defender’s point of view and
the court’s loss of the capability of correcting errors and so on, are the negative effects caused by the new
doctrine of indirect trial. In recent years, China’s Court has made some exploration in making criminal
trail substantive. Although there are some positive effects. the trial still does not fundamentally gets rid
of the trouble of the new doctrine of indirect trial. Thatis to say, it is one of the goals of China’s criminal
justice reform to eliminate the negative effects of the new doctrine of indirect trial and to establish the real

principle of direct and verbal trial.

Key Words: New Doctrine of Indirect Trial; The Formalization of the Court Hearing; Making the

Criminal Court hearing Substantive; The System of Investigation Dossier
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