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Abstract: The methodology of legal study is the main basis for evaluating the development of the
study on civil procedure law in China. With the mutual reinforcement between Reform and Opening— up
and the legal development, using legal works and research paradigm as evidence, the mutual influence
between research themes and research methods in China’s civil procedure law can be observed. The cur-
rent development of China’s civil procedure law limits and expands at the same time the selection and di-
rection of research methods in this field. At the same time, the application and development of research
methods both support and restrict the development of China’s civil procedure law. Research themes in civil
procedure law can be divided into legal norms, legal conducts and legal phenomena as well as other differ-
ent levels or types. Particularly worth noting are the "raw materials" in our judicial practice, such as judi-
cial interpretations and judicial guidance of the Supreme People’s Court, which are hard to be simply
classified as judicial norms or judicial conducts. The extension and complication of these "raw materials"
have posed challenges to normative legal research, comparative legal research and research of other kinds.
Representative legal works usually combine multiple research methods innovatively. From the perspective
of the history of the development of legal methodology, various research methods neither appear orderly
or by turns, nor perform in a wax and wane fashion. Rather, they overlap, compete and complement

each other all the time.

Key Words: Legal Methodology ; Study on Civil Procedure LLaw;40 Years of Reform and Opening— up
in China
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