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Abstract: This article explores the construction and transformation of the constitutional institutionof
head of state inthe aftermath of the establishment of the People’s Republic of China. andexplains the PRC
‘s constitutional change and crisis in light of Max Weber's social theory and regime typology. It addresses
the crucial questions that whether the Chinese Chairman is the head of state, and how the charismatic
revolutionary leader was configured asa head of state of the constitutional regime. The change from ‘pres-
ident under committee’ in the 1949 system to the dual regime on the 1954 Constitution, constituent de-
signers tried to combine the Weberian Charismawiththe operational bureaucracy. However, the Charisma
couldabolish the bureaucracy with no difficulty in this unstable structure, which would evolve into the to-
talitarianism of Charisma on the 1975 Constitution and that next to it. Since the end of the Charisma peri-
od, the system of head of state has undergone an unwritten constitutional change from decentralization to
the centralized "trinity",and a new constitutional convention emerged. The institution of head of state is

the key factor in PRC’s constitutional crises, which is in need of both historical and normative analysis.

Key Words: Head of State; Chairmanship; Charisma; Heir; Trinity; Constitutional Crisis
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