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Abstract:In recent years, some scholars have advocated that purpose legitimacy should be added as
the first sub-principle of the proportionality principle. Since purpose legitimacy has already been included
in the reasonable principle and the principle of good faith, the proposal is tantamount to unnecessary con-
flation of different principles. Within the scope of administrative law, it is not appropriate to classify pur-
pose legitimacy of administrative purposes into the principle of proportionality based on the need of func-
tional differentiation between power abuse and obvious inappropriateness, and also on the functional at-
tribute of the judgment of purpose legitimacy. Because of the significant advantage of proportionality in
protecting human rights, common law countries, including the United Kingdom, have gradually aban-
doned the reasonable principle and adopted the principle of proportionality alternatively. Since the princi-
ple of proportionality was introduced to China, it has become an inevitable trend to replace the principle
of reasonability with the principle of proportionality as to better protect the rights of citizens. In this case,
it is better to reserve the legitimate purposeto the principle of good faith. The practices of courts in China

basically attest to the above proposition.

Key Words: Purpose Legitimacy; Reasonable Principle; Good Faith Principle; Proportionality Princi-

ple
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