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Abstract: “ Co— principals offender”is an outcome of “principal and accomplice dividing system”. It is
proposed to make up for the deficiencies caused by this system. Although the legal provisions and inter-
pretative methods about co— principals offender admittedly have solved some problems of conviction and
punishment under “principal and accomplice dividing system”, they bring many new problems at the
same time. However, the “unitary principal offender system” in China does not distinguish offenders into
principal and accomplice, so there is no provision of “ co— principals offender” in China. The problems of
conviction and punishment caused by “principal and accomplice dividing system” can be solved easily
through related provisions in Chinese law and the interpretative method of “unitary principal offender”.
Therefore, there is no need to apply “co— principals offender” to explain the joint crime in China. It is al-
so superior to, in terms of coping with the cases in judicial practice, to apply the provisions of the Crimi-

nal Law of China than those in German or Japanese criminal law.

Key Words: Co— principals Offender;Joint Crime; Unitary Principal Offender;Criminal Participation
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