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Abstract: Over the past twenty one years, the evolution of criminal evidence rules in China could be
divided into three periods: spontaneous growth stage, difficult gestation stage and immediate responsive
stage. In this evolution course, judicial demand has provided the most important driving force, the fre-
quent exposure of wrong convictions has served as the activator, the focusing effect of the media in the
network age has justified the discourse of the reform. with the judicial reform and the transformation of
political and legal power structure offering institutional conditions for the reform. Thanks to such a u-
nique evolution logic. Chinese criminal evidence system has displayed distinct features in terms of reform
impetus. longitudinal development trends, transverse patterns, regulation range and forms. The reform
pattern has been well—targeted, encountered small resistance, taken advantages of opportunities for de-
velopment, while shown such deficiencies as passive adjustment., lacking comprehensive consideration,
as well as being short of a harmonious coordination and coherence with relevant judicial procedural re-
forms. Such deficiencies are supposed to be overcome in future reforms of Chinese criminal evidence sys-

tem.

Key Words: Wrong Convictions; Reform of Evidence System; Power Structure; Judicial Demand;

Media
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