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Abstract: The CCP Central Committee Decision concerning Several Major Issues in Comprehensively
Advancing Governance According to Law (passed on 23 October 2014) demanded to improve systems for
leniency for admitting guilt and accepting punishment, and this reform is underway in 18 cities since No-
vember 2016. From the perspective of criminal policy, this paper aims at giving a clear positioning of this
reform, clarifying its relationship with the previous policies of plea bargain or tempering justice with mer-
cy, bringing to light its policy meaningfulness and substantive law basis in order to provide theoretical

guide to experiments of this reform.

Key Words: Leniency for Admitting Guilt and Accepting Punishment;Plea Bargain; Tempering Jus-

tice with Mercy;Criminal Policy;Substantive Law Basis
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