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Abstract: In China’s criminal procedure practice, there exists an implicit phenomenon of the “inac-
tive trial record. ” The operation of trial records reveals an inherent paradox and manifests three key is-
sues: arbitrariness in recorded content, monopolization of the recording process, and partial reflection of
the trial proceedings. These issues expose the deviation, distortion, and inadequacy of trial records in ful-
filling their intended functions. The primary factors restricting the effective role of trial records include
ambiguous institutional positioning, the dominance of an inquisitorial logic, and the gravitational pull of
dossier-centered adjudication. To activate the function of trial records. they must be refocused on the
courtroom as the classic arena of trial, ensuring that they substantively present and safeguard trial pro-
ceedings. Trial records should be integrated into a trial-centered criminal procedure system, serving as a
crucial source of information for remedial review. Moreover, they should be positioned within the broader
judicial framework, functioning as an evaluation tool for judicial accountability. A concrete path to activa-
ting trial records requires a multi-dimensional approach, encompassing institutional reform, technological
optimization, professional support. and the establishment of effective safeguards. The activation of trial
records, the restoration of their substantive significance, and the systemic reforms surrounding them
have the potential to trigger a chain reaction within the criminal procedure system, ultimately serving as

a leverage point for broader procedural reforms.

Key Words: Criminal Trial Records; Legalization; Function Activation; Substantiating Criminal

Trials; Institutional Effect
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