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Abstract: With the adoption of the People’s Assessors’ LLaw. distinguishing factual issues from legal
issues has become a practical problem that urgently needs to be solved. This problem is of general signifi-
cance in the whole context of criminal trial. Different from the discussion in philosophy, the terms "fact"
and "law" as well as the classification of them are of authority defining functions, which determines the
limits of authority between people’s assessors and judges and the authority between trial courts and re-
view courts. Facts in criminal trial could be subdivided into constitutive facts and evidential facts, and e-
ven further into general facts and professional facts. which determine the authority limits between the
court and the expert and that between ordinary witness and expert witness. In China’s current judicial in-
terpretation framework, the trial courts and the Supreme Court share the authority of concrete and ab-
stract interpretation. To solve the difficulty of classification, a pragmatic approach may be, to take China
’s realities into consideration, taking the basic semantics as basis and introducing functionalist policy con-

sideration as modification.

Key Words: Factual Issues;l.egal Issues; Assessor System;Judicial Hierarchy System ; Determination

of Authority Limits
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