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Abstract: For a long time. the procedure for public security authorities to withdraw cases has served
as the “fourth path” during the review and prosecution stage. In essence, it is a profit-seeking and harm-
avoiding implicit norm, a reciprocal and collaborative case-handling model, and a policy-driven litigation
procedure. The persistence of the case withdrawal procedure, despite repeated prohibitions, ultimately
stems from the practical rationality it exhibits within the scope of authority: using informal communica-
tion to enhance case-handling efficiency constrained by hierarchical filtering, employing deferred handling
to facilitate truth discovery hindered by due process, and restoring legal peace disrupted by criminal of-
fenses through non-punitive filtering. However, from a rights-based perspective, the case withdrawal
procedure is undergoing functional distortion, leading to the degeneration of prosecutorial decisions into
investigative dispositions. the transference of power irregularities into infringements on rights, and the
reduction of “case closure and resolution” into retaliatory prosecutions. Looking toward a relatively rea-
sonable future paradigm, the approach should aim for the “restoration” of the case withdrawal procedure
in principle. while structurally establishing a prosecutor-led open model, standardizing the statutory pro-
cedures for case withdrawal by public security authorities, and optimizing the judicial performance evalu-

ation mechanism.

Key Words: Examination and Prosecution; Withdrawal Procedure; Practical Rationality; Function
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