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Abstract: How to organize decentralized individuals into an organic community is a constitutional is-
sue. In the early Eastern and Western societies, the family was regarded as the principle of social organi-
zation. Unlike the West's increasingly less emphasis on the family in the modern times, the importance of
the family in social integration became a major constant in the Chinese History. Ancient China created the
mechanism of governing people through household registration group. China during the collectivization
period has created a governance based on family origin and family accounts, through the distribution of
family as a political symbol and the symbolic capital attached to the family, in order to achieve the de-
ployment of substantive resources and the adjustment of the real power structure. Contemporary China
has created a “One Household One Vote” mechanism in the form of the proxy voting within household
and household representative system. It absorbs households as natural historical units into political ideo-
graphic units. and resolves the election and governance crisis encountered by grassroots democracy. From
the mechanism of family governance by household registration to “One Household One Vote”, organizing
people through the family are transformed into an ancient and powerful Chinese constitutional tradition in

the continuous creative transformation.

Key Words: Constitution; Family Governance; Family Origin; Family Account; One Household One

Vote

(REHE:E X)

« 87 o

www.chinalawinfo.com/ www . pkulaw . com/





