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Abstract: Fundamental theory of law stems from the tradition of theory of state and law. The object
of this tradition was whole state and law, which is based on the wholism of object. This tradition empha-
sized the essential difference between exploiter states’ state and law and socialist states’ state and law,
which is based on the dualism of object. The basic characteristics of vertical system and the mechanism to
produce directive knowledge in the tradition derived from the dualism and wholism of object. Fundamen-
tal theory of law has inherited the previous characteristics. From mid...... 1980s to mid...... 1990s, scholars
put forward general law and other concepts and substituted the monism of object for the dualism of ob-
ject. The vertical system disappeared. Fundamental theory of law was renamed jurisprudence. However,
the wholism of object remained. Centering on the directivity of jurisprudence, three aspects which were
general theory, fundamental theory and methodology were developed. In the future, Chinese jurispru-

dence will go on developing surrounding the debates on those aspects.

Key Words: Fundamental Theory of Law;]Jurisprudence; Object; Directivity; General Theory
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