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Abstract: To address the challenges and controversies in judicial reform. the central government of
the Republic of China convened four national judicial conferences. A systematic study of these conference
records, viewed as a continuous whole, reveals several “ancient and modern connected by a thread” is-
sues in judicial modernization. First is the issue of resources, including the unification of judicial appoint-
ment authority, judicial funding. judicial officials’ remuneration, and career prospects for judicial support
staff. Second is the “chronic problem” of torture and arbitrary detention and their rectification. Third is
the debate over the status and authority of prosecutorial agencies, reflecting innovation and confidence in
China’s prosecution system. Fourth is the reform of judicial reform itself. such as the establishment and
abolition of branches of the Supreme Court, the westernization and controversies surrounding judicial uni-
forms., and the implementation and repeal of residency-based appointment restrictions for judicial offi-
cials. Some of these issues have been relatively well-resolved today, but many remain key challenges in
ongoing judicial reform. From a historical perspective, deepening judicial reform is always a work in pro-

gress.

Key Words: Judicial Modernization; Human Resources; Finances; Torture and Wrongful Deten-

tion; Procuratorial Organs
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