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Abstract: China’s Social Credit System Project has received much attention but has not been under-
stood nor explained in a comprehensive, scholarly manner. Three types of institutional logics may be i-
dentified as inherent in the Chinese government’s pursuit of such Project. The logic of “decentralized law”
envisions that as the government supports and subsidizes the establishment and functioning of systemized
reputation mechanisms in the market and the society, better governance and order may be achieved in a
decentralized fashion as opposed to by exclusively the government’s direct regulation. The logic of “cen-
tralized morality” sheds light on the possibility that the state may. by virtue of advanced informatization,
extend its direct intervention into domains traditionally regulated by social norms, not government laws
and directives. The logic of “empowered regulation” crystalizes the fact that the government has pursued
novel technological applications and institutional arrangements in order to tackle such intractable prob-
lems as weak and unreliable enforcement of laws and regulations. Drawing on these three institutional
logics, academics and practitioners may form a comprehensive perspective as they look into the present
and future of the Social Credit System Project. As lawyers deliberate making laws to regulate the Project,
theythrough such a comprehensive lens will better appreciate the significance and constitutional implica-

tions of a potential Social Credit Law.

Key Words: Social Credit; System Project; Reputation Mechanisms;Regulation; Data

(REHBE FXR)

847 WAV . “ B PR G AR AHE 227 CIRBUR 2 2 R (B 2 AL B 22 0 ) 2017 458 70 B4 1 11,46
22 WL,

+ 1491 -

www.chinalawinfo.com/ www . pkulaw.com/





