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(631 Cfr. Giovanni Lughetti, La Legislazione Imperiale nelle Istituzioni di Giustiniano, Giuffre, Milano.
1996, p.293.
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Abstract:In the time between 169 AD and 180 AD, the Emperor Marcus Aurelius established the
system of awarding inheritance for preserving freedom of slaves in reply to a petition of a slave. The sys-
tem based itself on the Stoic philosophy of pan—egalitarianism, and developed greatly in the hands of the
Christian emperor Justinian, It embodies the principle of favoring the right to liberty in Roman law, em-
phasizing that liberty is superior to economic interest and embodying the concept of human rights in Ro-
man law. The system has undergone numerous studies by subsequent generations, which focused on the
question of whether the recipient is a slave, a liberated man or a friend of a testator. Many researchers try
to rule out the possibility that the recipient is a slave in order to maintain the absolute nature of the prop-
osition that a slave is no more than an instrument of his master to acquire property. But this exclusion is
not convincing. The system of awarding inheritance for preserving freedom of slaves was not completely
preserved in modern law because of the abolition of slavery in modern times, but its fragments survived
in the contemporary system of subrogation, the system of debt commitment, the system of third party
fulfill the debt for other, the system of renewal of obligation and the system of reconciliation in bankrupt-

cy proceedings.

Key Words: Emperor Marcus Aurelius;Slave Ransom System;the Principle of Favoring the Right to

Liberty; Petition System ; Stoic Philosophy
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(68) See Moses Finley, Economia e Societa nel Mondo Antico, a cura di Brent D. Shaw e Richard P.
Saller, Laterza, Roma—Bari, 1984, p.129; p.143.
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